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Capsule History of Drying Technology Journal

• IDS’78, IDS’80, IDS’82
• Dr. Maurits invited Prof Mujumdar in early 1982 to start 

journal – to substitute books (Drying Series, Advances in 
Drying – Hemisphere publishing, Washington DC)

• Prof Mujumdar declined due to overload and lack of 
adequate supply of papers of archival quality from English-
speaking world

• Dr. C.W. Hall, NSF, accepted and invited ASM to assist him 
with the journal 

• Only 2 issues published in 1982-83 – with difficulty –
camera-ready format!

• 1980’s and early 90’s required ASM to invite authors to 
contribute papers which often required major revision, re-
writing, re-typing and reviewing by snail mail – A massive 
effort



Reasons for initial hardships….

• Few active academic researchers in drying in the 
west

• Drying R&D not recognized as a viable and 
challenging research area – no funding available

• Most researchers were behind “Iron Curtain” –
geopolitical issues and lacked 
networking/telecommunication facilities hampered 
progress.

• Impact factor and citations as well as “Publish or 
Perish” policies did not exist – authors preferred 
“drying” books to the journal.

• Peer review was new concept – difficult to find 
voluntary referees



Innovations which kept the fledging journal going

• Theme issues – First two were Guest-Edited by ASM on 
Drying of Pulp and Paper.

• Reproduction of key early papers on drying –
• Publication of translated book by late Prof R. Tori of 

Kyoto University on drying
• Book reviews – numerous Russian books; thanks to 

authors from East Europe
• Theses summaries
• Conference reports
• Reviews of drying R&D in various parts of the globe
• Theme issue on R&D Needs & Opportunities in drying



Growth phase of LDRT

• 1990’s saw a rise in drying activity in various parts of 
the globe

• IDS papers – highly selective – provided up to 2 theme 
issues; first theme issue on IDS in 1992 in Montreal

• Later IDS, ADC, IADC, PDC etc provided special issues
• By 2005, manuscript overflow required more pages 

per issue.
• From 2 thin camera-ready-typed issues in 1982-83, 

moved to 16 oversized typeset issues in 2005
• Only 30-40% of submission accepted for peer 

reviewing  



Risk-free research is safe but that is not the purpose of research …
... Arun Mujumdar



Drying Technology Journal (LDRT) – Then & Now

Then Now

Most papers from 
USSR/East Europe, Japan, 
Germany

China, Poland, Brazil

Western countries made
notable contributions

Western contribution is 
now reduced

Most industrial sectors 
participated

Major focus on foods, 
modeling

Energy-driven R&D Quality and sustainability 
driven research

Focus on new processes
and innovation

Focus on product quality



Visible changes in LDRT

Changes in  cover design

Dr. Hall became Editor Emeritus
Prof Mujumdar appointed as Editor-in-
Chief by Marcel Dekker, NY

Taylor and Francis took over

16 issues/year since 2011
2000 pages oversize
Approx. 180 papers per year



Some statistics on LDRT (1982 – 2015)

 A few authors made massive contribution of papers, reviews –
Pereto principle – 20% contributed 80%

 Over last decade situation has turned around but for quality 
assurance dedicated referees are the “key” to success – still a 
challenge due to heavy manuscript flow

 Latest Impact Factor (2014) – 1.518

 Latest 5 year Impact factor (2014) – 1.723
True impact in industrial application

 No of papers since 2005 - 2063

 No of authors per volume since 2005 ∼ 260

 No of countries/territories contributing to LDRT (All years) – 81

 Projected Impact Factor for 2015 – 1.75+  



Some statistics on LDRT (1982 – 2015)



Some statistics on LDRT (2003 – 2014)

Two-year impact factors of Drying Technology

Year Impact factor

2014 1.518

2013 1.742

2012 1.814

2011 2.084

2010 1.662

2009 1.048

2008 1.393

2007 1.171

2006 1.100

2005 1.029

2004 0.987

2003 0.820



Some statistics on LDRT (2007 – 2014)

Five-year impact factors of Drying Technology

Year Impact factor

2014 1.732

2013 1.737

2012 1.796

2011 2.151

2010 1.724

2009 1.226

2008 1.524

2007 1.431



Some statistics on LDRT (2007 – 2014)

A spoon is a remarkable invention for mothers to feed babies but a dangerous 
instrument in the hands of a teacher.

…A.S. Mujumdar



Some statistics on LDRT (1982 – present)

Top contributing countries from 1982-present

Country No. of papers published

Canada 423

China 404

United States 347

France 269

Brazil 251

Australia 246

Japan 213

Poland 212

Singapore 164

Thailand 156

India 151

Germany 122

United Kingdom 114



Some statistics on LDRT (2000 – present)

Top contributing countries from 2000 - Present

Country No. of papers published

China 363

Canada 235

Brazil 210

Australia 197

France 132

Singapore 158

United States 144

Poland 142

Thailand 140

Japan 132

India 122



Some statistics on LDRT (1982– present)

Top contributors from 1982-Present

Author’s name No. of papers published

Mujumdar, A.S. 254

Zhang, M. 75

Langrish, T.A.G. 59

Soponronnarit, S. 54

Freire, J.T. 41

Maroulis, Z.B. 39

Kudra, T. 39

Raghavan, G.S.V. 33

Lee D.J. 31

Chen, X.D. 31

Prachayawarakorn, S. 31

Thorat, B.N. 30



Current Editorial Team

Arun S Mujumdar
(Editor-in-Chief)

Sakamon Devahastin
(Senior Associate Editor)

B. Adhikari; Takeshi Furuta; Tadeusz Kudra; Timothy A.G. Langrish and 
C.L. Law

(Associate Editors)

Sachin V Jangam; Agus P. Sasmito; Meng W. Woo; Zhonghua Wu and 
Azharul Karim, Hong Wei

(Assistant Editors)

 22 EAB members from 16 countries
 3000+ authors from 90+ countries
 185 papers published in 2015

 27 review papers published in 2012-2015



Drying Technology Journal – Editorial Process 

Roughly 3-4 months

Online 
submission

Sr. Associate 
Editor Evaluation

2-3 Reviews 
invited (30%)

Accept for 
review

Decline peer review for 
various reasons (70%)

Reviews to 
Authors

Editorial 
Decision

Reject

Accept/further 
revision

Accept

Reject

EIC Review

Revise

Accept

2000 pages in 16 issues/annum; 12-14 papers/issue 



Handbook of Industrial Drying (CRC Press)

Key contributions to 4th Edition by TPR group

• Principles, classification, and selection 
of dryers

• Basic process calculations and 
simulations in drying

• Indirect dryers
• Fluidized bed dryers
• Industrial spray drying systems 
• Impingement drying
• Pulse combustion drying
• Drying in mineral processing

• Physicochemical aspects of Sludge 
drying

• Drying of proteins
• Product functionality oriented drying 

process related to pharmaceutical 
particle engineering

• Drying of coal
• Use of simprosys in drying flowsheet 

calculations 
• Life Cycle Assessment of drying 

systems



Books /monographs by Prof. Arun S. Mujumdar during 2009-2014

Visit us at: http://www.arunmujumdar.com/



Books /monographs by 

Prof. Arun S. Mujumdar 

Books collage

Selected Books and journal in Drying and Transport 
Phenomena edited/authored by Professor Arun S. 

Mujumdar, National University of Singapore and McGill 
University, Canada (1978-2004)

For more details please visit us at http://serve.me.nus.edu.sg/arun/

Copyright © Arun S. Mujumdar, 2010



Best wishes to all and thank you for your 
attention.

Visit
http://www.arunmujumdar.com/ for details
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